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Next Meeting 
Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2019 

Citrus County Building Alliance 
1196 S Lecanto Hwy.  

Lecanto, FL 34461 
The chapter's bimonthly meetings are 
held the third Tuesday of September, 
November, January, March, May and 
July.  The meeting location is at the 
Citrus County Building Alliance, 1196 
S. Lecanto Highway (C.R. 491), 
Lecanto, which is located on the west 
s i d e o f S . L e c a n t o H i g h w a y 
approximately 1/2 mile south of S.R. 44.  
Any member desiring to place an item 
on the agenda should e-mail Adjutant 
Ebitz at info@citruspurpleheart.org or 
call 382-3847. 

AARON A. WEAVER CHAPTER 776 
Chapter Purpose - To preserve the proud legacy of the Purple Heart 

       2019-20 Officers
Cdr: Richard “Bud” Allen  
Sr. Vice Cdr: Chuck Kanehl  
Jr. Vice Cdr: Chris Boreland  
Finance Off: Joe McClister  
Judge Adv: Frank Hayes  
Sgt-at-Arms: Vacant  
Trustee 2-yrs: Zig Laska 
Trustee 1-yr: Glenn Beaulieu 
Adjutant: Curt Ebitz 
Service Off: Joe McClister  
Welfare Off: Gary Bain  
Historian: Curt Ebitz  
Chaplain: Fred Daniels  
Americanism Off: William Korber 

Chapter Activities 
Completed 
July 23.  The Citrus County Board of 
County Commissioners presented a 
Proclamation to Chapter 776 designating 
August 7 as Purple Heart Recognition Day 
in Citrus County.  Chapter 776 Patriots 
accepting the proclamation on behalf of all 
Purple Heart recipients were Cdr. Bud 
Allen, Rick Allen, Richard Hunt, Chuck 
Kanehl, Will Korber, Mike Miholics, and 
Mike Schlaudraff.  Also attending in 
support were Unit 776 President Sandy 
C r o s s , M i c k e y H u n t , a n d L i n d a 
Schlaudraff.     
August 3.  Over 120 Chapter 776 Patriots, 
ladies and guests attended a delicious sit 
down breakfast hosted by the West Citrus 
Elks, Lodge No. 2693 commemorating the 
237th anniversary of the Purple Heart.  
During the breakfast program, the Citrus 
County Building Alliance presented the 
Chapter a check for $5,000.00 from its 
fishing tournament proceeds. 
     

August 3.  Patriots Zig Laska and Andy 
Viola participated in a free fishing trip 
hosted by five local boat captains for 
veterans.   

See Chapter completed page 2 

Member News  
Chapter Commander Bud Allen, in 
recognition of his selection as the 
Department of Florida and Region IV 
Patriot of the Year for the second 
consecutive year, was selected to 
represent Florida in the inaugural Purple 
Heart Patriot Mission.  Cdr. Allen and his 
wife, JoAnn, were treated to an all-
expenses three day trip to New York 
where they visited the U.S. Military 
Academy at West Point, Gen. George 
Washington’s original headquarters, and 
the National Purple Heart Hall of Honor 
where the honorees were feted during an 

impressive ceremony attended by 1,000 
people.     
A proud salute is given to Chapter 776 
associate member Colonel Curtis Ebitz, 
Jr., USMC, and his wife Colonel Amy 
Ebitz, USMC, on being the first Marine 
Corps husband and wife to be selected for 
Colonel level commands with both 
assuming their commands on the same day 
at Marine Corps Air Station, New River, 
NC and Camp Lejeune, NC.    
Chapter 776 & Unit 776 members extend 
their sincere gratitude to the West Citrus 
Elks Lodge No. 2693 for hosting the 
Purple Heart breakfast for the 12th 
consecutive year with special thanks to 
Joanne Hepner and the Lodge’s Veterans 
Committee for their devoted work and 
meticulous planning that made the Purple 
Heart breakfast another great success.       
Former Chapter 776 Cdr. J.B. Haskins and 
his grandson, associate member Doug 
J e n n i n g s , r e c e n t l y c o m p l e t e d a 
“grandfather and grandson” trip to South 
Korea to share reminiscences of their 
military experiences in “The Land of the 
Morning Calm.”  
It was great to see Patriot Mike King, who 
has been grappling with recurring health 
issues, as well as former Chapter finance 
officer Norman Brown at the annual 
Purple Heart breakfast. 

See Member continued page 2 

Raffle Tickets  
Each year, Chapter 776 sells raffle tickets for the 
Homosassa Civic Club’s annual Arts, Crafts & 
Seafood Festival in Old Homosassa.  This year’s 
festival is Nov. 9 & 10.  For every $2 ticket sold, 
the chapter receives $1. If each Patriot 
purchases or sells just ten $2 tickets, the 
chapter would net over $1,200 while helping to  
t h e H o m o s a s s a c o m m u n i t y . P l e a s e             
contact Cdr. Allen at 352-270-8436 or 
budsterfd@tampabay.rr.com for tickets.  Tickets 
will also be available at the Chapter’s September 17 bimonthly meeting.    
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Chapter completed 
August 15.  Chapter 776 recognized the top 
three fundraisers for the Tax Collector 
Office spring campaign for the benefit of 
the Citrus County Veterans Foundation, the 
Chapter’s principal charity.  Chapter 
members attending were Cdr. Bud Allen, 
Curt Ebitz, Richard Hunt, and Joe 
McClister. 

Future 
September 17, 1:00 p.m.  Chapter 776 
bimonthly meeting, Citrus County Builders 
Association, Lecanto.  
October 26 - November 11.  Veterans 
Appreciation Week (See details page 2). 

Member News continued 
Best wishes for recovery from the Chapter’s 
growing list of “walking wounded.”  
Chapter Cdr. Bud Allen and Patriot Curt 
Ebitz have been hobbling along with 
meniscus tears of the knee.  Patriot Mark 
Riden, who is undergoing treatment for 
cancer, had the misfortune to fall and break 
his hip in July.  Patriot Richard Hunt had a 
heart catheterization in July at Oak Hill 
Hospital.  Patriot Andy Viola fell and 
injured his tailbone and is dealing with 
kidney stones. 
Happy Birthday wishes are extended to 
Chapter 776 charter member and WWII 
veteran Harold Layman who will celebrate 
his 94th birthday in September. If you 
would like to drop in to say “Hello,” Harold 
resides at the Sunshine Gardens Memory 
Care Facility located at 311 NE 4th Ave., 
Crystal River.   
Congratulations to Chapter 776 associate 
member Savannah Weaver who played a 
key role in the Citrus High School Girls 
Volleyball Team’s impressive road trip that 
brought home three wins in four days 
against tough competition.  Savannah has a 
team-high 39 kills at the net and has been 
lethal behind the service line with a 92.5% 
success rate and a team-best 11 aces.  
Unit 776 members Jeane Weddle, wife of 
Departed Patriot Rudy Weddle, and Sue 
Guard, wife of Departed Patriot Don 
Guard, send their warm hellos from Georgia 
and Indiana, respectively.  

Veterans Appreciation Week 
This year marks Citrus County’s 27th Annual Veterans Appreciation Week with 
the theme: “Citrus County Honors Women Who Have Served Our Country From 
The American Revolution To Present.”  Chapter 776 Patriots are especially 
encouraged to participate in the Veterans in the Classroom program and Veterans 
Day Parade, as well as attend the Massing of the Colors, Inverness Primary 
School and Cornerstone Baptist Church veterans appreciation programs.  
Chapter members who would like to participate in the Veterans in the 
C l a s s r o o m a r e r e q u e s t e d t o c o n t a c t A d j . E b i t z a t 
info@citruspurpleheart.org or 352-382-3847.  

• Free Veterans Appreciation Concert, Oct 26, 2:30 p.m., Citrus Springs 
Community Center; Oct 27, 2:30 p.m., Cornerstone Baptist Church, 
Inverness.   

• Veterans in the Classroom, Citrus County public and private schools, 
Oct 28-Nov 8. 

• Veterans Ceremony, Nov. 2, 10:00 a.m., Old Homosassa. Cdr. Allen will 
be the Master of Ceremonies.  

• Veterans Appreciation Program & Ice Cream Social, Nov 3, 6 p.m., 
Cornerstone Baptist Church, Inverness; uniforms encouraged.  

• Veterans Program, Nov 8, 2 p.m., Inverness Primary School; uniforms 
encouraged.  

• Veterans Dinner & Social, Nov 8, 5-6:30 p.m., AL Post 155, Crystal 
River; $8 at door.  

• Dragon Boat Festival Veterans Fair, Nov 9, 8 a.m.-3 p.m., Lake 
Hernando, Hernando.  

• Free Veterans Breakfast, Nov. 10, 8:00 a.m.-11:00 p.m., Inverness Elks 
Lodge, Hernando. 

• Massing of the Colors Ceremony, Nov 10, 1 p.m., The New Church 
Without Walls, Hernando.  

• Marine Corps Ball, Nov 10, 6 p.m., Citrus Hills Country Club, 
Hernando; $50. 

• Veterans Day Parade, Inverness, Nov 11, 10 a.m.; lineup begins 8:30 
a.m. Citrus High School parking area located off of Highland Blvd. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE  
Chapter Patriots and associate members are requested to contact Adj. Ebitz at info@citruspurpleheart.org or 352-382-3847 of 
any mailing address, phone number or e-mail address change so that the chapter and National Headquarters rosters are 
current.   

The Citrus County Tax Collector Office, in partnership with Aaron A. Weaver 
Chapter 776 Military Order of the Purple Heart, raised $12, 623.43 during its 
spring fundraising campaign for the benefit of the Citrus County Veterans 
Foundation.  Since inception of the partnership in 2004, the Tax Collector 
Office has raised $169, 609.74.   
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From the Commander  
Patriots, Associates, and Auxiliary,  
Welcome to the heat of the summer and our daily rains. Makes you just want to look forward to fall, doesn’t it?? 
Let’s catch up on what’s going on with our Chapter and MOPH as a whole. Our July meeting was a little light due to members 
traveling or having visitors.  We managed a quorum and completed Chapter business.  
Since our last meeting, there has been an abbreviated National Convention, which I was unable to attend.  Richard Hunt attended 
the National Convention as the MOPH National Inspector and informed me that Patriot Felix Garcia of Texas was elected as the 
National Commander and that Ernie Rivera of Florida was named National Adjutant. Some business was accomplished, but so 
much still has to be done to right the ship; we’ll see how it goes. The Department Executive Committee (DEC) was in Jacksonville 
and, unfortunately, I was unable to attend.  Next DEC is in October.  
On July 23, the Citrus County Board of County Commissioners welcomed us during their meeting and presented the Chapter with 
this year’s Proclamation designating August 7 as Purple Heart Day 2019!  On August 3, we had our 12th annual Purple Heart 
breakfast sponsored by the West Citrus Elks Lodge No. 2693.  Another outstanding job by the Veterans Committee led by Joanne 
Hepner and the kitchen staff.  I am so appreciative of their continued support and what they do for Purple Heart veterans and 
veterans in general! Thank you West Citrus Elks.  You are an outstanding organization and we salute you!  
Many of our county’s public officials or their representatives were in attendance at the Purple Heart breakfast to support and honor 
our combat wounded vets.  Also, we were honored to have a contingent of Gold Star family members at this year’s breakfast. 
Once again, the Citrus County Building Alliance made a substantial donation of $5,000 in support of the Chapter’s charitable 
works.  We truly appreciate our partnership with them and enjoy the fishing tournament every year!!  
Please go on Facebook and view all the photos that have been posted and see all that were there with us. We had over 120 
attendees and would like to thank all for taking the time to honor and support our veterans. This is a super county that goes all out 
to make sure vets are recognized and works hard offering support; for that our Chapter is very grateful! 
As many of you know I had the opportunity to represent the State of Florida at the inaugural Purple Heart Patriot Project, Mission 
#1.  What an outstanding job they did gathering 33 combat wounded vets from 30 different states to honor them and show them 
the Purple Heart Hall of Honor specifically designed to preserve the proud legacy of Purple Heart recipients.   
We were billeted in the Thayer Hotel on the grounds of the United States Military Academy, West Point.  Built in 1926 and 
renovated in 2010, it is a tremendous facility built like a stone castle, truly unique! It was a two day mission with the first day a 
tour of the Military Academy’s historical areas that included the Chapel, the Plain and Trophy Point.  The Chapel is a beautiful 
church with more stained glass than I’ve ever seen and the organ has the most pipes of any organ in the world, literally thousands.  
A structure made of Italian stone the Italian masons were told that if they could complete the Chapel within 5 years all laborers 
would be given citizenship to the USA, they were done in 2 years!!  
Trophy Point overlooks the Hudson River and was a key area of defense when Washington was trying to hold off the British.  
There are cannons from every era literally mounted all over the Point.  There are also some pieces of the huge handmade chain, 
each link about 30” long and 18” wide weighing about 150 lbs. each that troops strung across the Hudson so that British ships 
couldn’t sail upriver.  Twice a year, Spring and Fall, they would load some links on a barge, stretch it across connecting them as 
they went to block the river.  They had to undo it each year before the river froze only to put it back in the spring!   Then we were 
offered a cruise on the Hudson on the Superintendent’s boat, a diesel-powered sightseeing type vessel where they were able to 
show how the sailing ships had to navigate the river. 
Day 2 started out with a tour of Washington’s headquarters during the Revolutionary War, which was a house overlooking the river 
that a local family had loaned him for the 16 ½ months he was there.  All I can say is middle to late 1700’s living was pretty sparse 
and very rustic. In the afternoon, we traveled over to the Purple Heart Hall of Honor and museum.  
What a tremendous facility that is.  Take the time to look it up online and scroll through all that they have.  The building was 
created in your honor for your sacrifices and this community is where Washington first created the Badge of Merit, which 
ultimately became the Purple Heart medal.  If you are not registered, please do so and provide your story and photos to record for 
future generations who visit. The public needs to know about all our efforts to protect our freedoms and you need to share your 
part in that effort.  They plan to continue having Missions to get as many combat wounded vets to visit and if you’re ever nearby 
on your own be sure to stop in!   
I received a tremendous surprise while there.  My two sisters and cousins drove down from MA and RI to be at the rally in the 
Newburgh Armory and I had no idea they were coming?  JoAnn and I were very surprised and delighted to see and share with 
them the honors bestowed. 
Next meeting is September 17 at 1p.m.  Please make the effort to attend!  
“Working for benefit of all”  
CMDR “Bud”     
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The Citrus County Building Alliance donated a 
share of its 24th Annual Family Fishing Tournament 
proceeds to Chapter 776 in the amount of $5,000.   

C h a p t e r 7 7 6 & 
Department of Florida 
Associate Member of the 
Year Annie Fair with Cdr. 
Allen. 

Cdr. Bud Allen presents the 
Chapter 776 & Department 
of Florida Volunteer of the 
Year to Mickey Hunt. 

MOPH National Inspector Richard Hunt presented Chapter 776 
Commander Bud Allen with the Region IV Patriot of the Year 
Award for the second consecutive year in recognition of his 
unmatched contributions to the Department of Florida and his 
exemplary example for members of the Region’s eight 
Departments. 

Guests enjoying the breakfast program commemorating the 
237th anniversary of the Purple Heart. 

Purple Heart 237th Anniversary Breakfast 
 Hosted by West Citrus Elks Lodge #2693 

Attending the breakfast were Nancy Weaver-Dalton, 
husband Cregg Dalton and daughter Savannah Weaver.  
Nancy is the widow and Savannah the daughter of Fallen 
Hero CWO Aaron A. Weaver. 


